
 

 

 

 

 

Deductions: 

Buyer’s agent fees  

Key Points 

 Engaging a Buyer’s agent to find a property 

 Paying Buyer’s agent fees 

 Form part of the CGT Cost base 
 

Q 
Can a SMSF engage, and pay the professional fees for, 
a buyer’s agent who acts on behalf of the SMSF to find 
a property for the SMSF? 

A 
The following information is provided to assist you in your research. 

Yes, the SMSF will be able to pay the buyer’s agent fee unless there is 
something in the SMSF’s trust deed that prevents it from doing so (which 
would be unlikely).  

The fee paid won’t be an immediate deduction for the SMSF but will form 
part of the property’s CGT cost base. Information on this can be found by 
visiting: 

https://www.ato.gov.au/general/capital-gains-tax/in-detail/calculating-a-
capital-gain-or-loss/what-is-the-cost-base-/ 

 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this document is provided for educational purposes only, is general in 
nature and is prepared without taking into account particular objective, financial circumstances, 
legal and tax issues and needs. The information provided in this article is not a substitute for legal, 
tax and financial product advice. Before making any decision based on this information, you should 
assess its relevance to the individual circumstances of your client. While SMSF Association 
believes that the information provided in this article is accurate, no warranty is given as to its 
accuracy and persons who rely on this information do so at their own risk. The information provided 
in this bulletin is not considered financial product advice for the purposes of the Corporations Act 
2001. 
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